
Your river. Your impact.

Supported by:





O P P O R T U N I T I E S  T O  S U P P O R T
O U R  M I S S I O N

T o  e d u c a t e  a n d  i n s p i r e  p e o p l e  t o  t a k e  a c t i o n  t o  

c r e a t e  a  c l e a n ,  h e a l t h y ,  b e a u t i f u l  T e n n e s s e e  R i v e r  

f o r  g e n e r a t i o n s  t o  c o m e .



N A T U R A L  A S S E T

- 6 5 2  M I L E S  O F  R I V E R

- S E V E N  S T A T E S  
( T N ,  A L ,  K Y ,  M S ,  N C ,  V A ,  G A )

- 2 3 0  S P E C I E S  O F  F I S H

- 1 2 5  S P E C I E S  O F  M U S S E L S



-  R E C R E A T I O N  I N D U S T R Y   
  O N  T V A  L A K E S  H A S    
  $ 1 2  B I L L I O N  I M P A C T

-  $ 1 . 0 3 5  B I L L I O N  I M P A C T  O N  
  R E S I D E N T I A L / S H O R E L I N E  
  P R O P E R T Y  O W N E R S

-  $ 4 0 0 - $ 5 0 0 M  S A V E D  A N N U A L L Y  
I N  B A R G E  S H I P P I N G

-  5 0  M I L L I O N  T O N S  O F  G O O D S  
  S H I P P E D  E A C H  Y E A R

-  T V A  P R O V I D E S  E L E C T R I C I T Y  
  T O  1 0  M I L L I O N  P E O P L E  V I A  
  1 5 4  P O W E R  C O M P A N I E S

E C ON O MI C  D R I V E R



- Began work in 2016

- 1st Keep America Beautiful 
affiliate to focus on a river

- 234 cleanups held

- 5,101 volunteers

- 963,841 lbs. of trash removed

ABOUT KEEP THE TENNESSEE RIVER BEAUTIFUL







V O L U N T E E R  R I V E R  C L E A N U P S







Youth Groups

Corporate Team Members

General Public
Sponsor employees + public



V O L U N T E E R  R I V E R  C L E A N U P S :
W H A T  A R E  T H E Y  A N D  W H Y  D O  W E  D O  I T ?



V O L U N T E E R  R I V E R  C L E A N U P  S T E P S

1. SCOUTING



V O L U N T E E R  R I V E R  C L E A N U P  S T E P S

2. PERMISSIONS



V O L U N T E E R  R I V E R  C L E A N U P  S T E P S

3. FIGURE OUT DISPOSAL



V O L U N T E E R  R I V E R  C L E A N U P  S T E P S

4. RECRUIT VOLUNTEERS & PARTNERS



V O L U N T E E R  R I V E R  C L E A N U P  S T E P S

5. SAFETY MEASURES



V O L U N T E E R  R I V E R  C L E A N U P  S T E P S
6. ACTUAL RIVER CLEANUP



V O L U N T E E R  R I V E R  C L E A N U P  S T E P S

7. TALLY YOUR TOTALS



V O L U N T E E R  R I V E R  C L E A N U P  S T E P S
8. EDUCATE AND INSPIRE



C H A N G I N G  T H E  C U L T U R E







- 263 miles adopted

- 287,200 lbs. of trash removed 
by adoptees

- Adoptees receive:
- cleanup supplies
- swag
- Adopt a River Mile sign

- 2 cleanups a year



- 87 storm drains adopted

- Adoptees receive:
- cleanup supplies
- swag

- Monthly storm drain cleanups



Make a pledge to stop using 1 
single-use item for 1 year:

- Plastic Bottles: 156
- Styrofoam Cups: 82
- Plastic Straws: 537
- Plastic Utensils: 117
- Plastic Bags: 757

www.KeepTNRiverBeautiful.org/pledge4rivers

http://www.keeptnriverbeautiful.org/pledge4rivers


- Program launched in 2019

- 1,241 cigarette receptacles placed

- Dollywood 1st theme park in the world to recycle cigarette

- Every Tennessee state park campground and marina

- More than 846,610 cigarettes recycled since 2021



SEABIN DEVICES





- 60 juvenile mussels placed

- 47,040 gallons filtered

- 784 gallons filtered/mussel







- Cost to treat 1,000 gals of wastewater: $10 = $.01/gal

- Average mussel can filter ~ 10 gallons/day

- Lifespan of some mussel species: 100 years

- 10 gals/day x 36500 days) = 365,000 gals filtered

- 365,000 gals x 0.01 $/gal = $3,650 in a lifetime

- For 50-year lifespan = $1,825

- So, the loss of 1 billion mussels = loss of

$1,825,000,000,000 = $1.825 trillion

- World economy last year ~ $100 trillion

Data from Dr. Michael McKinney
Dept. of Earth, Environmental & Planetary Sciences
University of Tennessee





T H E  F U T U R E  I S  B R I G H T …





www.KeepTNRiverBeautiful.org
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