


Key Components for 
a Comprehensive Litter Program

• Education and Awareness
• Enforcement

• Cleanup and Maintenance

• Infrastructure and Services

• Monitoring and Evaluation



Key Component: 
Education and Awareness

School Programs
Public Awareness 

Community Engagement

Targeted Messaging



School Programs
• Utilize free available resources (i.e. KLB's lesson manual, 

activity book, animated video)

• Leaders Against Litter pledge signing

• School presentations during America Recycles Day (Nov. 
15), Love the Boot Week, Arbor Day, non-point source pollution

• Adopt A Campus, plant trees, clean storm drains, litter removal

• Litter prevention art contest and recognition

• Homeschool community, after school programs and nonformal 
educators



Public Awareness
• Free efforts: utility statements, social media posts, E-

communications, E-message boards, website

• Earned Media: local radio and television interviews, editorial 
letters to the newspaper

• Public Relations: Mayor/Council present at local civic groups, 
Chamber meetings, and schools

• Media campaigns: PSAs, donated billboard space, pro bono 
advertising



Community Engagement
• Support volunteer group efforts

• Organize monthly beautification days – trees, paint, wash 
signs, litter removal, weed gardens, power wash

• Create a tool lending program – grabbers, bags, supplies

• Establish Adopt a … Roadway, Park, Garden, Waterway, Spot 
program for businesses, organizations and families to help

• Create a city nursery for residents to share and exchange plants 
and trees

• Create a community garden



Targeted Messaging
• Know the issues, understand the problem and identify the source. 

Hold citizen meetings.

• Craft messaging and actions to specifically address it. If the city 
has a problem with items falling from unsecured loads, post on 
social media reminders to cover your load.

• Go to your targeted groups.  i.e. motorist/gas 
stations, businesses/Chamber, teenagers/football games



Key Component: Enforcement
• Anti-littering, tree, blight ordinances: Establish or update laws and 

regulations that clearly define violations and assign consistent fine structures.

• Litter Reporting: Promote the litter reporting hotline 855-LA-Litter. 

• Community service programs: Mandate court-approved community service 

for offenders, requiring them to participate in litter abatement work.

• Educate and cultivate: Solicit support from all enforcement agencies 

including Marshalls, JP's and Constables, Code Enforcement Officers, 

WLF agents, local and state police. Don't forget the prosecutors and judges.

• Equipment: Install and monitor surveillance cameras at litter hotspots.



Key Component: 
Cleanup and Maintenance

• Public works crews: Deploy crews for regular pickup of litter and debris 

along roads and rights-of-way. 

• Street sweeping: Use mechanical or vacuum street sweepers on a 

consistent schedule to remove trash and other debris from streets.

• Stormwater maintenance: Conduct strategic cleanups of critical waterways 

and regular storm drain cleanings to prevent flooding and water pollution. 

• Upkeep: Keep green spaces mowed and public gardens maintained. Replace 

tree loss.

• Volunteer events: Support and organize community cleanup and 

beautification days.



Key Component: 
Infrastructure and Services

• Waste and recycling receptacles: Install clearly labeled and well-

maintained public trash and recycling bins in high-traffic areas including 

outdoor events and parade routes. Apply for KLB trash grant.

• Permits: Require outdoor special events to submit a waste management 

plan when applying for a special event permit.

• Efficient waste collection: Ensure regular trash collection services 

for residence.

• Recycling: Offer curbside or drop off recycling.

• Bulk waste services: Provide services for proper disposal of large/bulky 

items to discourage illegal dumping.

• Proper landfill management: Implement best practices for 

landfill operations.

• Litter Abatement Officer: Employee responsible for coordinating efforts.



Key Component: Monitoring and 
Evaluation

• Litter surveys: Conduct regular visual assessments of litter conditions to 
pinpoint hot spots to target.

• Cost analysis: Calculate the overall cost of litter abatement, 
including removal, prevention and enforcement. Identify cost-saving tactics. 

• Volunteer value: Track volunteer and donated services and calculate 
cost avoidance and value. 

• Resident surveys: Gather information on attitudes, behaviors and opinions 
as it relates to litter abatement.

• Track outcomes: Track, log and report the outcomes of litter abatement 
efforts.  "What gets measured gets managed."



Thank You

Susan Russell

KLB Executive Director

(985) 778-0067
srussell@crt.la.gov

Keep Louisiana Beautiful

Keep Louisiana Beautiful

Keep LA Beautiful
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