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Environmental Sustainability in Higher 
Education
• Our campuses can serve as living 

laboratories to serve students, 
employees and the local 
community

• Actively engage with faculty
• Don’t fixate on budget
• Celebrate other’s success
• Host community events

• Use the Whole Institution 
Approach to sustainability and 
actively engage in a holistic way

• Have events
• Ask students what they want
• Listen to people
• Empower volunteers to lead

• Be mindful of the culture at your 
organization and build from 
there



University Students

• Younger generations have more ecological knowledge and expect 
more environmentally sustainable initiatives on university campuses 
(Kanachanapibul et al., 2014).

• However, students today can be frustrated at the disconnect between 
sustainability lessons in the classroom and the lack of sustainable 
practices on their own college campuses (Ryan, 2018).

• Students who learn reduce, reuse, recycle have inter-generational 
influence that improves waste management in families and 
communities (Maddox et al., 2011)

• Social networks of younger generations have a large online 
component – you need an online presence.



University Employees

• Faculty
• Degrees, minors, certifications, 

courses related to environmental 
sustainability

• Research related to environmental 
sustainability

• Do students need service hours, 
can students receive credit for 
working your events, can students 
work on sustainability projects in 
class?

• Staff and Administration
• Operations and maintenance can 

incorporate sustainability - partner 
with facilities

• Form a committee and set annual 
goals for sustainability projects

• Determine what people are willing 
to work for and table the rest



Audubon Mural Project



Audubon Mural Project
• In partnership with the Audubon Mural 

Project
• UNO fine arts students are transforming 

utility doors across campus into colorful 
murals that raise awareness about the 
threat climate change poses to local bird 
populations

• UNO established the first partner murals 
in the Gulf South!

• Read more in our news article.
• Fine Arts students paint more bird 

murals, raising climate change awareness

Student, Faculty, Admin, Staff, Facilities, and 
Community Partnerships

https://www.audubon.org/amp
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1kPvUeONglQ-L6W568SA410MDhe8&ll=31.10643314001864%2C-87.4760245808869&z=6
http://www.uno.edu/sustainability/news#22-06-14/bird-mural
http://www.uno.edu/sustainability/news#22-11-22/audubon-mural


Audubon Mural Project
• It started with an image

• Co-worker had this image on her zoom

• Audubon Mural Project is informed by 
Audubon’s groundbreaking science 
report "Survival By Degrees," which 
found that climate change threatens 
389 birds species—at least half of all 
North American birds—with 
extinction

• An art gallery owner in New York 
started the project to beautify his 
neighborhood, support local artists 
and bring attention to this report

Photo: Hillary Eggers/Audubon
https://www.audubon.org/news/townsends-warbler-atm

https://www.audubon.org/climate/survivalbydegrees


Audubon Mural Project

• Kathy Rodriguez, assistant 
professor of fine arts at UNO

• Incorporate the mural as a class 
project in Painting II course

• Became eligible as Service 
Learning course 

• Students earn volunteer hours 
towards their transcripts

• Course Curriculum
• Students research Survival by 

Degrees report and select bird in 
Louisiana

• Individual student designs for 
competitive selection process

• Selected image(s) collectively 
implemented by class



Audubon Mural Project

• A Co-Founder of AMP 
• Avi Gitler
• Remote presentation - original 

project
• Audubon Delta director of bird 

conservation 
• Dr. Erik Johnson 
• Remote presentation - importance 

of the region to local and 
migratory bird populations 

• Talented photographer and was 
able to relate science to art

• Audubon Delta outreach 
associate

• Nic Dixon
• Interviewed students and faculty

• Native Plant Initiative of Greater 
New Orleans

• Visited class to discuss the 
importance of native plants to 
birds, insects and the local 
ecosystem

https://vimeo.com/717575429


Audubon Mural Project

• Internal approvals and reviewed 
images

• Facility Services
• Marketing & Communications
• President’s Office

• Have written guidelines
• Have everything approved so the 

faculty and students just enjoy 
the process Have your ducks in a row! (Credit: istockphoto)

https://media.istockphoto.com/photos/ducks-in-a-row-picture-id465125462?k=6&m=465125462&s=170667a&w=0&h=13QDhNlGCmCJH3Yak0hQrZxmdmHulpgOJshv6AcSSmY=


Mural Projects – Create your own

• Find something that fits your campus
• Similar to art boxes in New Orleans 

and Kenner to beautify utilitarian 
electric boxes

• Community Visions Unlimited, New Orleans 
Street Gallery (cvunola.org)

• Group behind New Orleans' electrical box 
paintings is taking its artwork to Kenner | 
East Jefferson community news | nola.com

• Mayors Office - News - Articles - April 2021 
- City Lends Support to Public Art Project, 
Beautifying New Orleans - City of New 
Orleans

https://nola.gov/next/mayors-office/news/articles/april-2021/city-
lends-support-to-public-art-project,-beautifying-new-orleans/

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cvunola.org%2Fhow-art-box-project-works&data=05%7C01%7Cclunn1%40uno.edu%7C116cafbff1b548340cae08da584ad510%7C31d4dbf540044469bfeedf294a9de150%7C0%7C0%7C637919375669295995%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=w1y8U94wRxq4UsDMbpSggjhTqhc%2B7ki%2BbK%2BFrGVkqd4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nola.com%2Fnews%2Fcommunities%2Feast_jefferson%2Farticle_a63315bc-99b6-5b7f-bc68-c2ba62bfaa44.html&data=05%7C01%7Cclunn1%40uno.edu%7C116cafbff1b548340cae08da584ad510%7C31d4dbf540044469bfeedf294a9de150%7C0%7C0%7C637919375669295995%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CU6Yh80HWlEdfUdDfObj989wICgzvvrYhhrgIG7%2BokA%3D&reserved=0
https://nola.gov/next/mayors-office/news/articles/april-2021/city-lends-support-to-public-art-project,-beautifying-new-orleans/


Privateer Pocket Parks

• To create a complete project we 
installed a native plant garden next 
to the murals, for a complete eco-
system

• Dan Scheiman, a Plants for Birds 
program manager with Audubon 
Delta in Arkansas

• He set UNO up in the Spring 2022 
Louisiana Native Plant Sale - for 
donations of plants

• Native Plant Initiative of Greater 
New Orleans

• Hosted meetings and plant give-away



Privateer Pocket Parks

• Administration building
• One mural
• Native plant garden (LA Cert 

Habitat)
• Upcycled outdoor furniture
• Bike rack already in place
• Added trash can (KLB)
• Rain barrel
• Rain garden



Privateer Pocket Parks

• Fine Arts building 
• Two murals
• Installed two benches
• Installed bike rack
• Native plant garden (LA Cert 

Habitat)
• Added trash can (KLB)



Native Plant Habitats
• Garden by UNO Amphitheater 
• UNO Native Plant Garden 

recognized as 100th certified 
habitat in New Orleans by 
the Native Plant Initiative of 
Greater New Orleans. 

• Student designed
• Students earned National Wildlife 

Federation EcoLeader Certification
• EcoWellness Gardens

Faculty Partnership
Project SEED Associate Professor Chris Belser

https://www.npi-gno.org/


Sustainability at UNO
• Sustainability

• Very broad and can include environmental, financial and other areas
• There is something for everyone because this is a broad term

• Green Infrastructure
• Section 502 of the Clean Water Act defines green infrastructure as "...the range of 

measures that use plant or soil systems, permeable pavement or other permeable 
surfaces or substrates, stormwater harvest and reuse, or landscaping to store, 
infiltrate, or evapotranspirate stormwater and reduce flows to sewer systems or to 
surface waters.“

• Examples - Rain gardens, bioswales, green parking, bioswales
• Sustainability Circle at UNO

• Focuses on environmental sustainability and supports financial sustainability and 
other areas of campus



Sustainability Circle

• Open to all UNO students and 
employees

• Annual subcommittees
• Events committee 

• Annual Earth Day Celebration
• Trees and Beautification

• Tree Campus designation
• Years: 2022, 2023, 2024

• Other committees vary annually



Solar Benches / Charging Stations
• Member of Sustainability Circle found 

opportunity
• Coming to campus this week
• Solar powered charging benches at no 

cost to university
• Safety - Lights come on at dusk
• Resilience – During power outages 

students can power phones and laptops
• Revenue sharing – portion of advertising 

Facilities Staff Partnership



Green Infrastructure
• Grants to install multi-modal 

path on north side of campus
• Will include bio-swale to address 

area that floods on campus
• Design is on bid now

• Storm drain markers
• Students marked all storm drains
• Water goes into local waterways 

untreated
• Educational materials distributed 

to campus



Sustainability

• 1.8 MWdc solar array
• Reduces operating costs
• Available for faculty research and 

courses

• Birds
• Purple Martin Houses 
• Chimney Swift Tower

• Painted with murals



Earl K. Long Library

• The University of New Orleans 
Earl K. Long Library and UNO 
students were featured on 
WGNO New Orleans for their 
participation in Keep Louisiana 
Beautiful's "Get Down & Clean 
Up" anti-litter program.

Administration Partnership Tired of trash? Check out what to check out at 
a Louisiana library | WGNO.com

https://keeplouisianabeautiful.org/library-clean-up-kit-program/
https://wgno.com/only-on-wgno/tired-of-trash-check-out-what-to-check-out-at-a-louisiana-library/


Keep Louisiana Beautiful 
• Get Down & Clean Up

• Library can receive clean up kit, which includes a safety vest, grabbers, a trash bag, and 
instructions on how to conduct your cleanup

• Get Down & Clean Up - Keep Louisiana Beautiful
• Love the Boot

• Provides a supply box and marketing materials you can customize
• Love The Boot - Keep Louisiana Beautiful

• Put the Brakes on Litter
• Started with car dealerships, now available to KLB University Affiliates
• "Put the Brakes on Litter" Campaign with Louisiana Automobile Dealers Association

• Grant Opportunities 
• Trash Receptacle, Beautification, Healthy Communities, Greener Grounds, KLB Community 

Affiliate, KLB University Affiliate
• Grant Opportunities - Keep Louisiana Beautiful

• Reach out to their team, use their website, attend events and network!

https://keeplouisianabeautiful.org/library-clean-up-kit-program/#1674589816819-3229a8a1-47c8
https://keeplouisianabeautiful.org/love-the-boot/
https://keeplouisianabeautiful.org/news/keep-louisiana-beautiful-launches-put-the-brakes-on-litter-campaign-with-louisiana-automobile-dealers-association/
https://keeplouisianabeautiful.org/grants/


Thank you

• Instagram
• Keep UNO Beautiful 

• Website
• Sustainability | The University of 

New Orleans

Carol Lunn

• 504-280-7155
• clunn1@uno.edu

https://www.instagram.com/keepunobeautiful/
https://www.uno.edu/sustainability
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