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University Sustainability Coalition  
Virtual Meeting 

February 19, 2025 
10 – 11 A.M. 

 
The University Sustainability Coalition was formed in 2021 with one goal: to advance sustainability efforts 
within higher education across Louisiana. 
 
The formation of the Coalition stemmed from a steering committee of university representatives, who were 
tasked with developing the University Affiliate Program as part of an EPA Trash Free Waters Grant in 
collaboration with UL Lafayette and Keep Louisiana Beautiful. Membership in the Coalition is free and offers 
universities a platform to collaborate with peers, share ideas, and engage in meaningful discussions about 
sustainability in higher education. By addressing common challenges and exchanging solutions, Coalition 
members are empowered to inspire broader change and move Louisiana’s universities toward a more 
sustainable future. 
 
Current sustainability coalition members represent 17 universities from Centenary College, Dillard University, 
Fletcher Community College, Grambling State University, LA Tech, Louisiana State University, Loyola 
University, McNeese University, Nicholls State University, Northwestern State University, River Parishes 
Community College, Southeastern Louisiana University, Tulane University, Xavier University, UL Monroe, UL 
Lafayette, and the University of New Orleans. 
 
Attending: 12 Individuals, 5 Universities 
Keep Louisiana Beautiful: Cabell Mouton 
Nicholls State University: Billie Babin 
Southeastern Louisiana University: Hannah Labauve 
Tulane University: Steve Gregor 
UL Lafayette: Gretchen Vanicor, Jonathan R. Brown (Co-Chair), Blair Begnaud 
UL Monroe: Andrew Hardee 
Coca-Cola United Bottling Company United: Tammy Stubbs, Ashley Haltom, Jessica Clark, Steve Caruso 
 
Meeting Opened: 10:00 A.M. 
 
Introductions were made.  
 
Report:  
The University Sustainability Coalition was established to create a platform for addressing shared sustainability 
challenges and exploring solutions across higher education institutions. Carol Lunn from the University of New 
Orleans was appointed co-chair, joining Jonathan Brown from UL Lafayette in this leadership role. 
 
Tammy Stubbs, Sustainability Director for Coca-Cola Bottling Company United, delivered a presentation 
alongside guest speakers Ashley Halton, Director of Public Affairs for Coca-Cola North America, Jessica Clark, 
Key Account Manager, and Steve Caruso, Business Development Manager for Coca-Cola Un 
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Coca-Cola United, the largest privately held Coca-Cola bottler in the United States, presented its sustainability 
initiatives with a focus on their efforts to integrate sustainable practices on university campuses with a six-
state footprint. The company outlined its commitment to sustainability as part of its overall strategy to be a 
leader in environmental stewardship. Coca-Cola is focused on creating packaging that is 95% recyclable, to 
continuously improve recycling efforts. The company is implementing closed-loop systems that allow 
packaging to be reused and recycled, reducing waste and the carbon footprint. Packaging is specifically 
designed to be remade, supporting a circular economy. 
 
Coca-Cola is working to increase energy efficiency in operations, particularly in production facilities. 
Energy-saving technologies are being implemented to reduce energy consumption and greenhouse gas 
emissions. Water conservation remains a critical focus as water is the primary ingredient of beverages. Coca-
Cola is dedicated to reducing water use in its processes and enhancing water sustainability, especially in areas 
with limited water resources. Coca-Cola is working to increase energy efficiency in operations, particularly in 
production facilities. Energy-saving technologies are being implemented to reduce energy consumption and 
greenhouse gas emissions. 
 
Coca-Cola’s first-ever bottling took place in Chattanooga, Tennessee, a significant historical point in the 
company’s legacy. The company also highlighted the presence of Manufacturing, Recycling, and Filtration 
Facilities (MRFFs) in Louisiana, with a new facility being developed in Alabama. Coca-Cola has worked on 
making its bottles more sustainable. In addition to using recycled materials, they’ve been exploring alternative 
materials, such as plant-based plastics, and have reduced the weight of their bottles to make them more eco-
friendly. Messaging and educational resources are available from Coca-Cola to help universities spread 
sustainability awareness on campus. 
 
Coca-Cola aims to be a sustainability leader within the industry, focusing on packaging, recycling, and reducing 
their carbon footprint. The company’s approach to sustainability is aligned with promoting long-term 
environmental responsibility and reducing overall environmental impacts. Coca- Cola aims to help ensure the 
collection of 70% to 75% of the equivalent number of bottles and cans introduced into the market annually by 
2035. 
 
Coca-Cola repurposes its syrup barrels in various ways. Coca-Cola barrels that previously held syrup or other 
ingredients may be recycled or repurposed in creative ways such as receptacles and rain barrels. 

 
Please be reminded that a webpage has been created for the University Sustainability Coalition to find all 
meeting dates, agendas, presentations, and contact information for coalition members: 
https://keeplouisianabeautiful.org/universitysustainabilitycoalition/.  
 
Love the Boot Week is April 5-13 and accepting registrations. The first 600 organizations/groups to register will 
receive a supply box of t-shirts, gloves, and trash bags for up to 25 volunteers. Visit lovetheboot.org to register 
a cleanup or beautification event. 
 
There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 11:00 A.M. 
 
Next Meeting Date: April 2, 2025, 10 A.M. 
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