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Recycling and composting rate as a percent of generation of selected
products in the United States in 2018

Recycling rates in the U.S. by select product 2018

Recycling rate

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100% 120%
Lead-acid batteries 99%
Corrugated boxes 965%
Steel cans 70.9% |
Newspapers/mechanical papers 64.8% :
Yard trimmings 63%
Major appliances 59.8%
Aluminum beer & soda cans 50.4% :
Tires | 40%
Selected consumer electronics 538.5%
Glass packaging 31.3%
HDPE Natural (white translucent bottles) 29.3% :
PET bottles &jars 26.8%
24I Description: This staisti shows the recyling ates of selected products nthe U.S. municipal waste strear n 2018, Th recycling and ompostig fate ofselected consumer elect oncs ecovered for recyclng ffom the United States munidps! waste stream came o Stati sta 5

Note(s): United States; 2018
Source(s): Environmental Protection Agency


http://www.statista.com/statistics/214270/recycling-rates-of-selected-products-in-the-us
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46 tons of Mardi Gras beads
found in clogged sewers

By Ruth Brown January 26, 2018 | 5:38pm | Updated
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In New Orleans, the good times are rolling all the way down the drain.
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Plastics in the

Oceans
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Off Roatan, Hondurea
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Ultraviolet light, weathering, and mechanical damage = fragmentation.
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Images: Olympic Coast National Marine Sanctuary






Sources of Microplastics

Fragmentation of Macroplastics

Personal Care
Products
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Laundering of
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Fabrics

-l ahh

Tire Wear






Characteristics of Microplastics




* Image: Flickr










A Tasty Snack?




Impacts
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Persistent Organic Pollutants
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Where’s the Plastic Coming From?
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Loranger

Independence

e Quarterly sampling
* 4 cross-stream replicate tows with a

Manta net equipped with 333

2016-2017 Mississippl River Microplastics Study

Livingston

55 40 Walker

B micron mesh
* 2 replicate pump samples >100 L for

>10 micron particles
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New Orleans
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Baton Rouge
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0.9-0.97 0.91-0.94 0.85-0.92







MIEEE BACKCHANNEL BUSINESS CULTURE GEAR IDEAS SCIENCE SECURITY

Coastal Desk

Army Corps greenlights e e
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Louisiana’s 32‘2 billion sediment The Controversial Plan to Unleash the Mississippi River

d ivers i on to co m bat Iand Ioss A long history of constraining the river through levees has led to massive land loss in its delta. Can people engineer a way o

WWNO - New Orleans Public Rad:o | By Halle Parker n n u =

Publ r19, N

|

A history of levee construction has resulted in significant land loss along the Mississippi River Delta in Louisiana. Plans to reroute some of the river sedimen have direct impacts on
the communities in Plaguemines Parish, located along the river’s final stretch. PHOTOGRAPH: DREW ANGERER/GETTY IMAGES




Microplastic Sampling at Davis Pond Diversion
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Microplastics from Davis Pond

9,000,000

B Fragments
Il Foams
7,000,000- D Beads

8,000,000

6,000,000

5,000,000+

4,000,000

3,000,000+

2,000,000

1,000,000+

500-1999 2000-3999 >4000
Size Class (micrometers)




Microplastics in a Menhaden

VERTCROR G YR E
An image of the filtered material rinsed from the glass filters after caustic digestion of gut and intestines of a Gulf menhaden. (A) shows the

image under polarized transmitted light, with the scale bar length of 1 mm. (B) shows the same field of view and sample as before, but
under cross-polarized light. Microplastic fragments in the sample that were not visible in (A) are now visible in (B).



Microplastics in an Estuarine Fish
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What Can We Do?

Invest in reusable shopping bags, stainless steel
water bottles, reusable coffee cups

Don’t bag produce, wash it before use

Request no lids or straws when ordering
beverages

Read labels on personal care products
(polyethylene)

Pick up litter (Marine Debris Tracker App)

Volunteer to participate in beach/lake/river
cleanups

Bag your trash before putting it in the bin
Close the bin lid
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New Orleans Hopes 'Gutter Buddies' Will
Keep Mardi Gras Beads Out Of Storm
Drains

February 12, 2018 - 6:50 PM ET
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Mardi Gras beads strewn on a New Orleans street.
Gerald Herbert/AP



The first Baton Rouge bar to
switch from plastic strawsiis...
@ ot £ 1monthago

Hats off to you, The Station Sports Bar & Grilll

According to WAFB, The Station believes that they are the first bar in the city to
switch to totally biodegradable straws. While it may be the first local bar to make
the switch, The Station follows other companies like Disney and Starbucks who
have started the switch this year.

The Station will be using HAY! Straws, which are made from wheat stems and
100% biodegradable.

L) haystraws  view Profte
'IA” 4,087 followers i

View More on Instagram

©Q A

haystraws Cool as cucumber! Soaking up sun rays in LA @atmomed
#HAYstraws #Cocktails #CoolAsCucumber #LA

view all comments

1 MONTH AGO
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When Fear the Walking Dead set designers were asked what they
did to transform Los Angeles into a post-apocalyptic wasteland.

They said, “We just picked up some of the trash.”



Thank You!

.y
Keef

LOUISIANA
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