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Mobilizing Communities to Protect Pollinators

Laura Rost

Bee City USA and Bee Campus USA Coordinator
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The Xerces Society

Photo: Endangered Fender’s blue butterfly (Icaricia icarioides fenderi) by Dana Ross

Protecting the life that 
sustains us

Since 1971, the Xerces Society 
has worked to protect wildlife 
through the conservation of 

invertebrates and their habitat.
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Plant Reproduction

Photo: Mace Vaughan

85% 
of flowering 
plants require a 
pollinator to 
move pollen thus 
fertilize the 
flower
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Plant Reproduction

Photo: Pixabay

1 in 3
mouthfuls of food 
and drink we 
consume

>$30 
billion 
value of crops in 
North America
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Pollinator Declines

Photo: USGS Native Bee Inventory and Monitoring Lab

Did you know? There 
are over 3,600 species 
of native bees in the 
US!

• Globally: Up to 
40% of pollinator 
species may be at 
risk of extinction in 
the coming years.

• North America: 
More than a 
quarter of bumble 
bees species are in 
decline

Source: Assessment report of the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and 
Ecosystem Services on pollinators, pollination, and food production.
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Bee Campus USA Commitments

Photos (L to R): Sara Morris, Sara Morris, Jennifer Hopwood, Rachel Dunham

Increase the 
availability of 

native flowering 
species

Provide 
appropriate 

nesting substrates
Find alternatives to 
harmful pesticides

Educate and 
spread awareness
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Bee City USA & Bee Campus USA 
Affiliates
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Bee City USA & Bee Campus USA 
Affiliates
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Bee City USA & Bee Campus USA 
Affiliates



© The Xerces Society, Inc. All rights reserved.

Direct Benefits to Affiliates

•Mailed welcome package with 
pollinator conservation resources
•Access to an online affiliate portal
•Customizable logo and street sign 
artwork
•Access to training opportunities
•Promo kits for No Mow May, Earth 
Week, Leave the Leaves, and more
•Support from pollinator conservation 
and pesticide reduction experts
•Opportunities for free promotion
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Greater Benefits of Being a Bee 
Campus

• Help bees and other pollinators
• Community building
• Improve food production in 

community gardens and small 
farms

• Healthier campuses
• Support local businesses
• Become part of national network 

sharing ideas and support
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Promo and Outreach Kits

Promo Kits: Talking points, social media 
content, handouts, documentaries/ 
webinars, draft letters/op-eds.
• Earth Week
• No Mow May
• Pollinator Week
• Leave the Leaves
NEW! Pesticide Outreach Kit: two 
presentations for affiliates to show, 
training webinar, how-to on public 
speaking, handouts.
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2 AASHE STARS Points

Bee Campus USA affiliation 
earns two Grounds 
Certification exemplary 
practice credit points in the 
Association for the 
Advancement of Sustainability 
in Higher Education (AASHE)’s 
Sustainability Tracking, 
Assessment & Rating 
System™ (STARS) system.
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The Campus Application Process

Application includes approval by highest official 
and committee to manage activities and an 
application fee
Commitments include habitat project and 
outreach event every year, IPM plan for 
campus
Pollinator education: In curriculum and/or 
continuing education and through service-
learning
Complete annual renewal report and 
pay fee after first full calendar year is 
complete
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Bee Campus USA Commitments
Pay initial application and annual renewal fees.

Fee Based on Enrollment
• <3000 ($100)
• 3,000 - 5,000 ($200)
• 5,001 - 10,000 ($300)
• 10,001 - 20,000 ($400)
• >20,000 ($500)
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Bee Campus USA Commitments: Habitat
Create and enhance pollinator habitat on public and private land.

Photos: West Linn Bee City Committee, Tualatin Bee City Committee



© The Xerces Society, Inc. All rights reserved.

Bee Campus USA Commitments: Reduce Pesticide 
Use

Photos: Bee Campus USA – Agnes Scott College; Bee City USA - Decatur

Campuses are required to adopt an IPM plan for grounds/landscaping. 
Schools conduct outreach and education campaigns.
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Bee Campus USA Commitments: Outreach & 
Education

Photos: Hillsboro Bee City Committee; Beaumont Bee City Committee

Affiliates are amazingly creative: trivia nights, music, tabling, art, parades, 
social media, videos, apps, native plant giveaways, garden tours . . .
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Bee Campus US Commitments: Integrated Pest Management 
(IPM) Plan

The 3 Legged Stool: Prevention, Monitoring, Minimizing Pesticide Harm
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Bee Campus USA Commitments: Recommended Native Plant List & 
Vendor List
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Bee Campus USA Commitments: Public 
Acknowledgment

Publicly acknowledge Bee Campus USA affiliation with signs and an online 
presence.

Photo: Newport News Bee City Committee
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Bee Campus USA Commitments: Report & 
Renewal Fee

Annually apply for renewal and report on last year’s activities.
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University of Georgia

Photos: Laura Rost
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University of Georgia

Photos: Laura Rost
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Signage
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Signage
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Signage
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Free Resources

xerces.org/pollinator-resource-center 
(with regionally-specific resources)

beecityusa.org/apply-to-bee-campus-usa/
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BeeCityUSA.org
laura.rost@xerces.org

Questions?

Photo: Jackie Morgan, Norcross Bee City  Committee


