Welcome to the Keep ___________ Beautiful Leaders Against Litter event.  On behalf of our Board of Directors, I wholeheartedly thank you for finding time in your busy day to be with us today. We are thrilled to partner with Keep Louisiana Beautiful and the Lt. Governor’s office and 27 other statewide affiliates to bring you Louisiana’s fifth annual Leaders Against Litter event.

Keep _________ Beautiful believes that thriving communities are rooted in strong leadership, individual responsibility and action. Positive change and lasting impact happen when leaders and everyday citizens work together. And today we are so pleased to have so many of ___________’s leaders here with us, so that we can talk with you about how, through your leadership and example, we can make a lasting impact on the appearance, safety, economic health, natural resources, and crime rates in our community. Sounds too good to be true, right? 

So many aspects of a thriving community depend on one little thing. And that is litter. We have become so accustomed to the sight of it, that many of us really don’t see it anymore. Or, if we do – we accept it as normal or an inevitable part of life. It is neither. If there is one good thing about litter, it is this: litter is entirely preventable. Unfortunately, there are many bad things about litter too, some of which you may not know. 

Economically speaking, litter is an incredibly expensive burden for Louisiana to bear. Did you know that litter costs our state taxpayers $40 million annually? And, even after that money is spent, we still have more litter? Litter hurts property values, decreases tourism, and discourages business growth. Litter is also associated with an increase in property crimes. Littered streets and sidewalks send the message that people living in that community don’t really care, don’t clean up after themselves, and that there are no consequences for their actions – which in turn attracts other criminal elements. Litter clogs our catch basins, preventing the proper flow of water, which contributes to flooding. And litter chokes our wildlife and poisons our waters. And so, while litter really is one little thing – one little, preventable thing, it has the potential to really harm an otherwise thriving community. 

And so, we would like to ask you, our community leaders and public servants, for help. We would like for you to understand the vast implications that litter has on a community, and to become passionate about it. We hope that you too will no longer tolerate it – that you will pick it up whenever you see it, that you will tell others about the impact of litter on a community, and that you will help teach our next generation to be true stewards of ________’s lands and waters. 

In a few minutes, we will ask you to take a vow to: Speak Up, Pick Up, and Stand Up for a litter-free Louisiana by signing our Leaders Against Litter pledge-board. This board will be on display in our community throughout the year to showcase the public commitment we are making to stop litter in ____________. But before that, I would like to show you a glimpse of last year’s event so please direct your attention to the screen for some highlights of the 2016 Leaders Against Litter event so that you can see that what we are doing here is happening in communities all over the state today and know that together, we can move this conversation forward.

--VIDEO PLAYS -- 

We hold Leaders Against Litter each year to engage and educate our state leaders and decision-makers.  As you saw in the video, we have a long list of state top leaders involved in this effort including; Lieutenant Governor Billy Nungesser, Commissioner of Agriculture Mike Strain, DEQ Secretary Brown, LDOTD Secretary Wilson, Wildlife and Fisheries Secretary Montoucet, Department of Public Safety and Corrections Secretary Leblanc, and the Louisiana State Police. They all work with KLB and, like you, pledge their support for a litter-free Louisiana.  But the support doesn’t stop there. Twenty-seven Keep Louisiana Beautiful affiliate communities through the state are having Leaders Against Litter events this morning.  Over 1,400 community leaders and decision-makers of all ages, backgrounds and industries have been invited to be a part of this movement. This work does not end here today – today kicks off the Keep America Beautiful Great American Cleanup Season, and renews our commitment that must make to our communities every day, year after year. 

To tell you more about our structure, our parent organization is Keep Louisiana Beautiful, the state’s preeminent anti-litter and community improvement organization focused on education, enforcement, awareness and cleanups. Affiliated with Keep America Beautiful, Louisiana has a network of 40 affiliates throughout Louisiana. And Keep __________ Beautiful is proud to be a part of this network. 

Keep Louisiana Beautiful relies on the efforts of volunteers across the state to clean, improve, and beautify local communities; protect Louisiana’s natural resources, land and waterways; and keep our state vibrant, healthy and strong for generations to come.  We provide training, education, expertise, programs and resources to end littering, increase recycling and beautify Louisiana’s communities.   

Our strength is in our numbers. We involve 35,000 volunteers, a valued workforce of $4.8 million dollars. Forty affiliate organizations and over 775 civic and corporate partnerships make it possible for us to address local problems with local solutions. Last year alone, our network planted 1,300 trees, conducted over 300 waterway and roadside cleanups removing 9,000 bags of litter and recycled 2.3 million pounds of materials and that is just the beginning. We bring people together to build and sustain vibrant communities

Keep Louisiana Beautiful conducts a statewide public awareness and education campaign to increase state pride and reduce litter. It has working partnerships with state agencies to heighten awareness, educate and provide effective programming to reduce litter, increase recycling and beautify spaces. KLB supports enforcement of the litter laws by partnering with the US Environmental Protection Agency, the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, and the Department of Environmental Quality to conduct environmental enforcement workshops. The organization also recently launched a new environmental education curriculum for grades K-5, providing lesson plans to teach students about how to be environmentally responsible citizens. Keep Louisiana Beautiful also empowers its forty affiliate communities by offering grant opportunities, enabling them to tackle local environmental issues with their tools, resources, and support. Last year, Keep Louisiana Beautiful awarded 31 grants totaling $138,000 and in the past 10 years, KLB has awarded Louisiana communities $2.9 million dollars.  

Here at Keep ____________ Beautiful, we have taken advantage of this support by (add own information about grants KLB received, trainings undertaken, educational workshops given, etc.) This has helped our community by (add information.) 

Thank you for being with us this morning, for taking the Leaders Against Litter pledge to Speak Up, Pick Up, and Stand Up for a litter-free Louisiana, and for joining us in our commitment to a cleaner, more beautiful ______________. Now, let’s go work to clean it up.  
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